2008 World Dance Alliance Global Summit

Dance Dialogues:

 conversations across cultures, artforms and practices
CALL FOR CHOREOGRAPHERS and DANCERS

INTERNATIONAL CHOREOLAB 

BRISBANE, July 13–18 2008

World Dance Alliance-Asia Pacific and Ausdance (National and Queensland) are long established and highly respected peak organisations with a history of providing a platform for all areas of dance and for undertaking major national and international projects which benefit dance practitioners, educators, researchers, health professionals, community artworkers and administrative and technical personnel. These two organisations have come together for the World Dance Alliance Global Summit (WDA-GS).

This is a biennial international activity of the WDA that brings together dance specialists and communities from each of the WDA regional chapters (including about 30 country chapters). These gatherings focus, analyse and reflect on contemporary dance issues and the development of dance practice and research in a global context. It will be an international gathering of overlapping conversations in, through and about dance, the arts, humanities and sciences (see www.ausdance.org.au).
Where: Brisbane, Australia at the Queensland Performing Arts Centre and Queensland University of Technology (QUT) Creative Industries Precinct.
Program: The 2008 World Dance Alliance Global Summit program is built around the following four key issues facing culture and the arts in the 21st century:
· sustainability 

· mind/body connections 

· transcultural conversations 

· re-thinking the way we make/teach dance 


A four-tiered program will explore these key issues through the notion of dialogues:
· Dance dialogues featuring provocative key thinkers and artists who will initiate conversations on the Summit themes and feed into conference discussions.

· Conference/performative dialogues comprising a series of refereed academic and performative presentation events and forums. 
· Physical dialogues comprising an intensive Choreolab and practical Master Classes. 
· Networking dialogues, the biennial Congress of WDA members from the Asia-Pacific, Europe and the Americas.

The Physical Dialogues 5-day Choreolab Program will reflect the four key issues of sustainability; mind/body connections; transcultural conversations and re-thinking the way we make/teach dance. The program will be presented in studios located within QUT Kelvin Grove.
Two renowned choreographers have been invited as the mentors for this event:  

· Boi Sakti, Artistic Director of Boi Sakti Dance Theatre (Indonesia)

· Lloyd Newson, Artistic Director of DV8 (UK)

.

Four mid-career choreographers will be chosen to work with the two mentors, one from Australia, the host country, and one each from the three World Dance Alliance regions (Asia-Pacific, Americas and Europe).

The four choreographers will be joined by 28 dancers, 12 to be selected from Australia and 16 from the WDA regions. The dancers will have diverse training and different cultural backgrounds. 

The Choreolab will be housed in four dance studios with the final showing at The Loft theatre at Queensland University of Technology’s Creative Industries Precinct.

Application requirements for choreographers
· CV (maximum two pages)

· Statement of the perceived benefits from engagement in the Choreolab

· DVD of past work (2 copies are required)

· 2 Letters of Support

Selection criteria for choreographers:

· Track record of applicant and level of experience.
· Ability to identify and articulate the perceived artistic benefits of the project in terms of the artist’s future directions.
· Capacity to disseminate the knowledge and experience gained in the Choreolab to a wider community through current practice.
· Current membership of World Dance Alliance or affiliated organisation. 

Non-members are encouraged to apply, but will be asked to join WDA, either through joining their local dance organisation (e.g. Ausdance, DANZ, Hong Kong Dance Alliance, MyDance Malaysia) or pay a WDA membership fee of $US20 to their local chapters. 
